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As we close the chapter on another transformative year at the Junior Center of Art and Science,  I am

reminded of the power of a place—especially when the world around us can feel uncertain and divided.

This past year was about a triumphant return to Lake Merritt.  It was about breathing new life into our

home space and welcoming a community back into a place devoted to creativity, exploration, and

belonging.

Our first full year back in our newly renovated building, came with renewed energy and purpose. Our

studios, classrooms, and galleries have come alive with the sounds of our after-school programs, the

energy of school partnerships, and the joy of public workshops. Every moment has been an invitation to

discover, build, and connect.  We have experimented  with paper marbling , edible pigments, music

prototyping,  and 3D printing , our hands-on programs have offered youth a chance to freely express their

ideas and find their voices. These are not just enrichment activities; they are opportunities for young

people to lead their own learning and develop the confidence to make meaning of their experiences.

We have also taken a significant step forward by embracing our role as a truly multigenerational hub. New

offerings like our Gallery Shows and Community Craft Nights have brought together students, families,

educators, artists and neighbors for fun  and creativity at every age. Our rebranding process has been

another major milestone, affirming our commitment to inclusive, inquiry-based learning that extends

beyond a youth-only focus. Our refreshed identity is rooted in the same values that have guided us for over

70 years, while expanding our reach and relevance for the decades ahead.

 Looking ahead to 2026, our focus is on stabilization and growth. We will work to strengthen our operations,

deepen our community partnerships, and expand our offerings to ensure the Junior Center is recognized

as a cornerstone for creativity in Oakland.

None of this would be possible without the incredible support of our teaching artists, staff, families,

partners, donors, and funders. Thank you for being part of this community. Your belief in our mission is

what keeps creativity, exploration, and joy at the heart of everything we do.

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  D I R E C T O R  M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  D I R E C T O R  

Cybele Gerachis



The Junior Center of Art and Science (JCAS) cultivates curiosity and creative

exploration for youth through the arts and sciences. Located in the heart of

Oakland on the shores of Lake Merritt, the Center is dedicated to providing

equitable access to our programs for all youth and their families throughout

Oakland and the greater East Bay Area. We harness the power of creativity

and experiential learning to inspire big ideas and illuminate the everyday

connections between art and science.

M I S S I O N
 

V A L U E S

We value the necessity of equity and representation in the fields of art

and science and invest in the future of these fields by providing

equitable access to our programs.

We value creativity and imagination – two cornerstones in art and

science exploration. We design our programs to support innovation and

creative inquiry.

V I S I O N  

Creativity and exploration belong to everyone in the East Bay, where an

environment of boundless self-expression is available to all.



This past year, we focused on rebuilding our community and expanding our reach. The data

below illustrates the tangible impact we've had on youth, families, and the wider community

through creative technology, art, and science.

Expanding School and Community Partnerships

In FY+)+.4
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